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work: 724-539-7574   home: 724-539-0889
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405 Overholt Drive, Scottdale, PA 15683

724-366-5930

For membership information contact any offi cer 
or email westernparegion@hotmail.com

Visit our website: www.westernparegion.org

  Our monthly meetings are held on the third Tuesday 
of every month except December and January beginning 

at 7:30 p.m. at the American Legion Post 982, 
158 American Legion Road, Latrobe, PA (Pipetown).

You do not have to own an antique car to join us.

September 2, 55th Annual Western PA Region 
AACA Paul P. Bell Memorial Antique Auto, Custom 
and Street Rod Show at Legion Keener Park, Latrobe. 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Registration 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. 

September 8, Downtown Waynesburg, PA 50’s 
Fest, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Come dressed in your 50’s 
best, loads of fun. Only two miles off of Route 79, Exit 14, 
No registration fee.

September 16 - Punxsutawney Region AACA 
Car Show,  Marion Center Community Park, Marion 
Center, PA, 9:00 a.m - 4:00 p.m.

October 6, German Lutheran Oktoberfest Car 
Cruise, Hebron Lutheran Church, 125 N. Liberty St. 
Blairsville, PA, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Great music, fun, 
games and delicious German food! $5 registration.

October 3-7, Fall Carlisle

October 10-13, Hershey, PA - AACA Eastern Fall 
fl ea market, car corral and National Meet.

October 21, Western PA Region Progressive 
Dinner Tour (tentative)

December 2, Western PA Region Christmas Party
DiSalvo’s Station, Latrobe
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     The Antique Automobile Club of America is “America’s 
premiere resource for the collectible vehicle community! We 
know there are countless folks in the country who grew up 
loving cars as much as we do – and they are not all AACA 
Members. Many have at least one collectible car stashed away 
so they can get it running again ‘some day.’ They probably 
are attracted to the cruise-in gatherings that seem to be very 
widespread. These cruise-ins bring together individuals who 
enjoy, and probably have a collectible vehicle, but often do not 
belong to AACA.
     We can do a great job of fi nding new AACA members by
talking with them about cars. Usually an antique vehicle owner 
is thrilled to talk about their vehicle. When they bought it, what 
they did to make it run, who owned it before! Don’t be modest, 
talk about your vehicle and AACA. Create a personal goal to 
fi nd new members and bring them into AACA now!

                                                       – The Rummage Box

Find New AACA Members

Mel Carson
AACA Executive Vice President

Do you need 1966 Mustang Chance Car tickets to sell 
or purchase? Would you like to take the Chance Car 
out to sell tickets at an event or place? Contact Sheila 
Kurtz or Mark Jackson. October is up coming fast.



Hello Everyone,
     It is time to open up the cookbooks or dig up the family rec-
ipe for those yummy bake goods for the Western PA Region’s 
Bake Sale at the car show in Legion-Keener park next month.
     Remember: To label your baked good so we know what in-
gredients are in the baked item, especially if it contains ‘NUTS’! 
Every year we are asked by show patrons what is in the baked 
good and sometimes we are not sure, so the item or items are 
not purchased. We don’t want the patron to take a chance on 
consuming the baked item and having a medical emergency due 
to an ingredient in it.
     Make sure the baked good does not need to be chilled or 
refrigerated since the item/items will be sitting on the tables for 
several hours during the course of the car show.
     If you have any questions, please contact Molly Detwiler at 
724-925-2321.
     Thank you for your baked good donation to the Bake Sale! 
We appreciate any baked item and our show patrons always 
look forward to the large selection of items that are available at 
the show. 

     Request: Does anyone have a large coffee urn that be 
borrowed for the bake sale?? I will need two! Please call 
me at 724-925-2321 if you have one available. Thanks!!

                                      Thanks,
                                       Molly

Getting Ready for Our Car Show!

Bake Sale Goodies Needed
A message from Molly Detwiler

Have Fun Helping to Judge

Call for Auction Basket Items

Parking Help is Important

Sunday, September 2nd at Legion Keener Park, Latrobe

Schedule
7:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m. 
Western PA Region members helping with the car show 
should plan to arrive during this time.

9:00 a.m. - Noon
Show vehicles enter the Class Judging and Drivers 
Participation Show Fields.

Boy Scout Troop 405 Food Booth, Barry’s Italian Ice,
Western PA Region Bake Sale and Silent Auction open

1966 Mustang Chance Car Tickets for sale.

Door prizes for entrants announced regularly.

12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Class Judging of vehicles

3:00 p.m. 50/50 Drawing

3:15 p.m. Silent Auction Drawings (Winning numbers will be 
posted.)

3:30 p.m.  Awards Opening and Presentations

If you have not signed up to judge at the car show please 
contact Chief Judge Howard Finney at 724-834-3450 or 
email him at howfi nn@comcast.net.   We judge 23 unique 
classes of antique and classic vehicles at our show with 1st, 
2nd and 3rd place awards in each class. If you have judged 
in the past  we can use your help. If you are new to judging, 
team up and learn how.  It’s a lot of fun. Ours is one of the 
last few point-judged shows remaining in the area. 

The Silent Auction is an enjoyable fundraiser for our region at 
the car show. Thank you to all who have donated baskets and 
items thus far. If you would like to donate any new, unused 
items for a basket, or create and donate a basket please 
contact Vickie Kuhns at 724-539-0889 or drop baskets and 
items off at John Kuhns, Sr.’s business, Three “K” Cabinets, 
4720 Route 982, Latrobe, PA during business hours, or bring 
the items to the car show at Legion Keener Park early on the 
morning of September 2nd. 

When the show vehicles start rolling in it is important to get 
them guided to their proper places, whether in their class on 
the judging show fi eld, or safely onto the drivers participation 
show fi eld. We can use about 10 people to help park cars. 
If you cannot stand for long periods of time, bring a folding 
chair. You can sit and still wave people to their spots! Parking 
help is need from around 8:30 a.m. until Noon.
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Minutes of the July 17, 2018 
Monthly Meeting

A meeting of the Western PA Region of the Antique Au-
tomobile Club of America was held on July 17, 2018 at 
the American Legion Post 982, Latrobe, PA (Pipetown).  

President John Ross Kuhns called the meeting to order at ap-
proximately 7:32 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

There were 23 members in attendance.

Minutes
The Minutes of the June 19, 2018 monthly meeting were print-
ed in the July Western Round-Up.

President John Ross Kuhns asked if there were any additions 
or corrections to the minutes.  Becky Blank made a motion to 
approve the minutes as printed, seconded by Howard Finney 
and unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s Report
The July Treasurer’s Report was read by Treasurer Mark Jackson.  
President Kuhns asked if there were any additions or corrections.  
Howard Finney made a motion to approve the report as presented, 
seconded by Bob Inhoff and unanimously approved.

OLD BUSINESS

2018 Grand National Meet – John Ross Kuhns
John Ross explained fi nal expense squaring up with AACA.

President Kuhns told everyone that he was very pleased that im-
mediately after the Meet was over, the University of Pittsburgh 
at Greensburg Campus, the Westmoreland Fairgrounds and the 
Greensburg Ramada were cleaned up as if nothing happened. 

He also informed members present of an article Hemmings has 
done on the Grand National and of more to come. 

Becky Blank said that she heard the University food service did 
very well and actually ran out of food.

Howard Finney remarked that people are praising the Grand 
National Meet at other AACA functions.

Dave Sheetz said that several people he talked to asked, “When 
are you going to have another one?” 

John Ross talked about the logistics of hosting another Grand 
National in the future, citing how much we learned with this 
one, but also recognizing an aging membership.

NEW BUSINESS

2018 Chance Car – Sheila Kurtz
Sheila reported that 2,500 tickets are currently signed out and 
she has been making deposits. Ticket sales at the Westmoreland 
Arts & Heritage Festival were good. Mark Jackson estimated 
that about 460 tickets were sold during the four days. 

Annual Picnic – John Ross Kuhns
The WPR Annual Picnic is this coming Sunday, July 22nd at 

the Cooperstown Club, Latrobe. We will enjoy traditional bar-
becue, corn on the cob and other summer favorites. Everyone is 
asked to bring a dessert to share. Get ready for a new game - a 
corn on the cob eating contest.

2018 Car Show – Bob Doppelheuer and Mark Jackson
The Car Show is Sunday, September 2nd at Legion Keener 
Park, Latrobe.  Things are coming together. Car Show fl yers 
are ready. Carol Calabrace will handle all pre-registrations. 
Please seek award sponsorships. They will be sent to Mark 
Jackson this year. Howard Finney asked members to sign up 
to help judge.

Tour to Dr. Drab’s Car Collection – Carl Erb
The Tour to Dr. Drab’s Car Collection will be on Saturday, Au-
gust 4th. Members are welcome to bring guests to enjoy view-
ing and learning about Rolls Royce, Bentley, Jaguar and oth-
er fi ne automobiles. Carl explained parking at Dr. Drab’s. He 
also asked if we could offer Dr. Drab a complimentary AACA/
WPR membership. A motion was made by Tom King to offer 
the membership, seconded by Denny Blank and approved. Carl 
then passed around a sign up sheet for the tour. 

Western Round-Up – Mark Jackson
Mark thanked Guy Davis for the article on Olga Gera, past ex-
ecutive director of the Westmoreland Arts & Heritage Festival, 
and how the WPR became involved with the festival in the early 
1990’s. Olga passed away on June 20th at the age of 95.

Visitation Church Car Show – Bob Doppelheuer
Bob thanked all WPR members who helped judge and partici-
pated in the Visitation Church Car Show in Mount Pleasant on 
Sunday, July 1st. It was a nice day, but unusually hot. Atten-
dance was 111 show vehicles. Howard Finney, Tom Ulishney 
and Charlie Schifano entered their cars in the show and won 
awards, which Bob presented at the WPR meeting this evening.

From the Floor
John Ross Kuhns talked about the Revs Institute in Florida and 
the sale of a 1935 Duesenberg SSJ, which was fi rst owned by 
movie star Gary Cooper. This Duesenberg is expected to bring 
$10 million plus at auction in August. John Ross said the Revs 
Institute is defi nitely worth seeing if you are visiting Florida.

Snacks – Debbie Sheetz
Debbie and Dave Sheetz provided snacks for this evening.  

Adjournment
President Kuhns asked for a motion to adjourn. Motion by 
Howard Finney, seconded by Becky Blank, passed unanimously.

 Respectfully submitted by Mark Jackson 
 substituting for Secretary Mark DeFloria 
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     First of all, it is wonderful to witness & experience the 
support and co-operation that exists between our Western PA 
Region AACA and our CORSA Western PA Corvair Club.
     After ten Corvair Club members arrived in Greensburg 
at 5 a.m. on June 2 to help park our 500+ show cars at the 
Grand Natioal Meet; our AACA Region reciprocated by pitch-
ing in the following judges for the July 24 Corvair Concours:  
Howard Finney, Bob Inhoff, Denny Blank, and former Corvair 
Club member Charley Schifano.
     Our wonderful Western Round-Up editor, Mark Jackson 
and his charming wife, Jill, pitched in on Saturday July 28 as 
the welcoming parkers for the People's Choice Corvair show 

at  Heinz Field.  The Vair club members are still talking about 
their ear to ear smiles as the entrants arrived.
     The six day event attracted just short of 700 members 
from the U.S. and Canada. A couple from Oregon won the 
longest driving award, by driving their Vair 0ver 2,800 miles, 
one way.
     Moving events included: an economy run, a funkhana, a 
rally, and an autocross.
     Thank you again Western PA Region AACA members.

           – Al Friend and the CORSA Western PA Corvair Club

The 48th Corvair Society of America's (CORSA) International Convention in Pittsburgh
Thank You Western PA Region AACA for Returning the Favor...

Western PA Region AACA members help judge at the Corvair Concours. 
(l-r) Charlie Schifano, Howard Finney, Denny Blank and Bob Inhoff

Colorful Corvairs stand ready for judging at the 
Concours in Pittsburgh on July 24th.

Jill Jackson helps direct Corvair traffi c at Heinz Field. The People’s Choice Corvair Show at Heinz Field

Al Friend and Mark Jackson A Corvair Lakewood Station Wagon A Corvair Ultra Van Motor Coach
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A Splendid Day to Enjoy Rolls 

All were greeted by Dr. Drab’s 1937 Rolls Royce. (l-r) Doreen King and Becky and Denny Blank take in the 
dazzling automotive sights in the elegant showroom.

Jill 
comed

Dr. Scott Drab explains how and when Rolls Royce 
acquired the Bentley automobile company.

A winged Bentley hood 
ornament and logo

Dr. Drab (lower right) tells ever

Bob Shugars owned and worked on Jaguars. Here he 
shares some knowledge on the engine’s characteristics.

John Meyers checks out the fi ne details on Dr. Drab’s 
pristine Rolls Royce convertible. 

Alice Shaulis looks over a bea
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Royce, Bentley, Jaguar & More
You don’t often get to see a collection of fi ne an-

tique and classic Rolls Royces, Bentleys and Jag-
uars, especially presented in a showroom with a 

marble fl oor and beautiful crystal chandelier shining 
above. Western PA Region member Carl Erb fi rst met Dr. 
Scott Drab at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix. As they 
became acquainted Carl was able to make arrangements 
for WPR members and their guests to visit Scott’s unique 
collection of fi ne British motorcars and more. Carl then 
teamed with WPR member Mark Jackson to plan a fun 
driving tour in conjunction with the visit.
     Around noon on August 4th about 45 people met at the 
parking lot between Hoss’s and Dunkin Donuts in South 
Greensburg to begin a pleasant drive through the country 
winding up at Dr. Drab’s collection. It was a beautiful 
day and many members brought out their antique cars to 
enjoy the tour.  Arriving at Dr. Drabs around 1:30 p.m., 
everyone gathered at the entrance to his main showroom 
building. Outside Dr. Drab stood with the his oldest car, a 
1937 Rolls Royce, which was an actual “garage fi nd.” All 
marveled at the stately old Rolls and enjoyed Dr. Drab’s sto-
ries about the car. As the visitors entered the main show-
room building they were delighted with the ambiance in 
which the wonderful cars on display were presented. A 
selection of fi ne Jaguars were to the right. Rolls Royces 
and Bentleys were to the left. Dealer signs and unique 
prints and posters adorned the walls, all meticulously dis-
played. The visitors roamed around the cars checking out 
the fi ne details for a while, then Carl asked for everyone’s 
attention as Dr. Drab explained the unique characteris-
tics of each car on display. He went along chronologically 
from the oldest cars to the newer ones. All of the cars in 
the showroom were antiques.
     Dr. Drab is a founding member of the Pittsburgh 
Jaguar Club. One of the Jaguars had its hood up. He 
explained the engine’s power and dependability and how 
it was used in various models through the years. 
     One of his Jaguars, a light jade colored 1967 Mark II 
gained celebrity status when Dr. Drab shipped it to New 
York to be used in an episode of Jerry Seinfeld’s Netfl ix 
show, “Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee.” Seinfeld gave 
comedian Robert Klein a ride in the car and then shipped 
it back.  An autographed thank you photo from Seinfeld 
of the two comedians in the ‘67 Jaguar hangs on Dr. Drab’s 
showroom wall. 
     After touring the showroom, Dr. Drab invited visitors 
to see the cars in his new storage building which was a 

Jackson looks over the green 1967 Jaguar Mark II Dr. Drab loaned to 
dian Jerry Seinfeld for an episode of “Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee”.

ryone about the Jaguars. Dave Sheetz likes the lines on 
this classy Jaguar.

autiful Bentley. (l-r) Roger Christiansen brought along his brother 
Dan to enjoy these fi ne British automobiles. continued on page 8
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     THAT’S RIGHT ! – Wheaties cereal boxes were and still 
are famous for recognizing sporting events, sports stars, 
movie stars and many other things.  Their cereal boxes also 
often included trinkets of one sort or another. 
     Many, like me, do not know (or remember) that in the mid 
1950’s Wheaties Cereal boxes included 31 different, beautiful, 
all steel, embossed emblems of what Wheaties described as 
“Famous Cars” only 10 of which were American made. One 
emblem was included in the box and you could order a group 
of 10 for a mere 25 cents and a Wheaties box top.          
     I read somewhere that you had to buy all 30 of the oth-
ers before you could purchase the Rolls Royce emblem.  
Makes included were, Chrysler, Plymouth, DeSoto, Dodge, 
Nash, Packard, Kaiser, Studebaker, Willys and Hudson.  
Sorry GM and Ford owners, not sure if they could not get 
permission to make their emblems or if Wheaties did not 
consider them “Famous”.  Probably couldn’t get permis-
sion because what could be more famous than the Model 
“T” Ford.  
     The other emblems in the collection include: Humber, 
Allard, Riley, Austin, Hillman, Sunbeam Talbot, Jaguar, Bent-
ley, and Rolls Royce from Great Britain – Mercedes Benz, 
Volkswagen, Opel and Daimler from Germany – Lancia, Fiat, 
Ferrari, and Alpha Romeo from Italy – Citroën, Renault and 
Bugatti from France. Wheaties also had miniature license 
plates from all 48 states (that’s all there were at the time).  
     People who appeared on Wheaties boxes the most 
times were Michael Jordon (18 times) and Shirley Temple 
(couldn’t fi nd how many times but must have been on at 

least as many as Michael Jordon)      
     I stumbled upon this interesting Auto Emblem offer while 
looking for “things Citroën” to purchase for the silent auc-
tion at the annual Citroën Rendezvous in Saratoga Springs, 
NY.  It seems there were many collectors of these emblems 
and you can now fi nd them for sale on eBay from what must 
be some of the largest collections in the country.  The pric-
es range from $6.00 ea. up to about $20.00 plus shipping.  
I paid only about $7.00 ea for the Citroën emblems and 
put them in the silent auction where they went for $25.00 
each.  I found information on the internet that shows a com-
plete collection of all 31 emblems AND an original 1950’s 
Wheaties box advertising them which sold for $790.  
     I have made a direct connection with what must have 
been one of the largest collections because I have pur-
chased 14 or 15 Citroën emblems for awards, gifts, silent 
auction etc.  The owner of this collection tells me he has 
as many as 15 of some of the other makes.  If you have 
any friends with any of these cars, I think they make great 
little gifts.  You can fi nd these on eBay, or if interested, I will 
give you my connection to one of the largest collections 
that must exist.
     I recently purchased Bentley, Jaguar, Rolls Royce and 
Alpha Romeo emblems, which by the time you read this 
article, will have been presented to Dr. Scott Drab in a nice 
frame put together by Mark Jackson, as a token of our ap-
preciation for sharing his collection of cars with Western PA 
AACA on August 4. 

short walk further up his driveway. The 
inside of the building was simpler than 
the showroom, but it housed more beauti-
ful cars including an Alpha Romeo, newer 
Jaguars and a 2000 Rolls Royce sedan with 
only 9,000 miles on it. 
     At the new storage building Carl Erb 
thanked Dr. Drab on behalf of the Western 
PA Region AACA for welcoming us to his 
collection and he and his wife Camille presented 
him with a unique gift consisting of a shadow box 
featuring beautiful auto emblems of Rolls Royce, 
Bentley, Jaguar and Alpha Romeo, which were 
once premiums offered by Wheaties breakfast cere-
al in 1956. Dr. Drab was surprised and graciously 
thankful for the unique memento. 
     After departing Dr. Drab’s many continued on 
the country drive tour route stopping at a farmers 
market and ending up back at South Greensburg to 
enjoy a dinner together at Hoss’s.

WHEATIES - Breakfast of Auto Emblems?
by Carl Erb

Carl Erb thanks Dr. Scott Drab with framed Wheaties Auto Emblems

A Splendid Day to Enjoy Rolls Royce, Bentley, 
Jaguar and More continued from page 7
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Great Turn Out for the Annual Picnic
Yes, there were rain clouds on the radar. And yes they did 

open up for a while. Nevertheless, the traditional West-
ern PA Region Annual Picnic was another great success 

thanks to the Kuhns family. Over 60 members showed up at 
the Cooperstown Club, Latrobe on July 22nd to enjoy some 
summer fun, which included great food – barbecue pork, corn 
on the cob, and other favorites. Those attending also brought 
along desserts to share. 
     The summer rain put a damper on the horseshoe tournament. 

It also made for some teamwork to push Guy Davis’s 1932 
Ford Roadster under a shelter after it failed to start when the 
rains came (no side windows). 
     Of course everyone loved playing BINGO and blowing bub-
ble gum. There were door prizes and prizes for auction baskets 
brought in for use at the car show in September. A corn on the 
cob eating contest was a new event this year. A few brave mem-
bers gave it a shot in teams consisting of spinners and biters.

Enjoying great summer foods and friendship at the Cooperstown Club. Tammy Vrable and grandaughter Paisley

Guy Davis’s 1932 Ford Roadster sheltered from the summer rain. Friends Dick McKelvey and Clay Stoner

The rain stopped for the traditional waterballoon toss contest. Who cares about getting wet? 
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Classifi ed Ad Policy
    Classifi ed ads for antique or classic cars or parts are avail-
able free for Western PA Region members. After four issues 
the ad will be pulled unless it is renewed by phone or written 
request (email or letter) Please notify the editor if the item has 
been sold. 
    Photos are acceptable and will be used if there is room. 
The Round-Up editor and WPR are not responsible for typo-
graphical errors or misinformation.

Please submit all classifi ed ad requests to:
Mark Jackson, Editor, 133 Alexander Avenue

Greensburg, PA 15601  724-832-9074   
email: jacksonmark469@gmail.com

Wanted - Garage Decorations Gas pumps, oil cans, oil 
bottles, air pumps, pinball machines, tin/porcelain signs, old 
toys - Marx, Buddy L, Anything neat! What do you have?
724-771-5170

Wanted - Antique Cars, Any make, any model. No projects, 
Original condition preferred.  724-771-5170

Western Round-Up Classifieds 
Collection of AACA Antique Automobile Magazines

1991 - Jan/Feb issue missing

1992 - 1996 Complete

1997 - January through June (3 magazines)

1998 - March through June / Sept. through Dec. (4 magazines)

1999 - Complete

2000 - March/April issue missing (5 magazines)

2001 through 2018 all issues complete

Contact Ralph Shearer, 724-539-8645

The Grand National Gallery
From the 2018 AACA Grand National Meet hosted by the Western PA Region on June 2nd - Under the hoods
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Marlin Guigley’s 1930 Oakland

Edward Koch’s 1953 Nash Healey Convertible Edward Dauer’s 1966 Oldsmobile Toronado

Randy Guyer’s 1960 Chrysler 300F



Name That Car 
by Mark Jackson

July’s Car

     No matter where you looked at the 2018 Grand National there 
was something of beauty. Can you name the correct make and 
year of this stunning red convertible? It was sitting comfortably 
in the shade, resting in a parking space normally reserved for 
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg staff. But it was a special 
day for this car to shine in the midst of excellence. 
     Contact me with the correct make and year and win a bag of 
Kit Kat candy bars to honor this sweet convertible. Catch me at 
the monthly meeting. Call 724-832-9074 and leave a message, 
or email jacksonmark469@gmail.com. 

    The Western Round-Up is the offi cial publication of the Western 
Pennsylvania Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America. 
It is published on a monthly basis with January/February being a 
combined issue. 
    Each issue is also posted on the Region’s website: www.west-
ernparegion.org.  Members may choose to receive this newsletter 
via email rather than a mailed hard copy.   Just contact the editor.
    Submission deadlines are the fi rst day of each month for possible 
publication in that month’s edition. 
    Any items contained herein may be reproduced if proper credit 
is given. All articles are edited for length, grammar, accuracy and 
composition. They will be used at the discretion of the editor and 
Region offi cials. Please advise the editor of any and all needed 
corrections.

Mark Jackson, Editor
133 Alexander Avenue, Greensburg, PA 15601

Phone and FAX: 724-832-9074   
email: jacksonmark469@gmail.com

Special thanks to the following for sharing their 
time and talent to help produce this issue:

Becky and Denny Blank, Molly Detwiler, Carl Erb, 
Al Friend, Debbie and Dave Sheetz

August’s Car

     We had many members try to identify July’s car. Joe Kurtz, 
Denny Blank, Bill Maurer, and Jim Heatherington were oh, so 
close, but a year or so off. However, Ron Shaulis hit the nail on 
the head, correctly identifying it as a 1951 Chrysler Windsor. 
Bill Maurer pointed out that the 1951 and ‘52 Chryslers were 
very similar in appearance. However, Ron had some fi rst-hand 
experience with a 1951 Chrysler that helped him pinpoint the 
answer.                   
     Ron then gave me permission to tell his ‘51 Chrysler story. 
Once upon a time, Ron was out on a double date. The two couples 
were riding in his friend’s father’s 1951 Chrysler Windsor. As it 
got dark, and the evening came to a close, they fi rst dropped 
the girl Ron was dating at the time off at her home. They then 
headed to drop off his friend’s date at her home. As they were 
driving along the dark country roads, the Chrysler’s headlights 
suddenly went out! They stopped the car, but no matter what 
they did they could not get the headlights back on. Ron’s friend 
said that his girl friend’s father had a strict curfew and she had 
to be home by then, or else. So they had to do something to get 
her home on time. 
     They found a fl ashlight in the car. So it was decided that 
Ron take the fl ashlight and sit on the front fender of the 1951 
Chrysler and shine the light on the road so his friend could see 
to drive. Ron held on by placing his feet onto the splash pan 
behind the front bumper and holding on to the chrome “ring” 
in the Chrysler’s hood ornament with one hand, while holding 
the fl ashlight in the other. They then drove forward at about 10 
miles per hour. The innovative friends got the young lady home 
safe and sound, and on time!
     When you hold on to the hood ornament of a 1951 Chrysler 
for dear life, you remember that car. Ron also added that he 
thinks the car was the exact same mint color as the one in the 
photo above. The car in this photo was at the 2018 Grand 
National Meet our region hosted in June. 

In this close up you can see the 
1951 Chrysler hood ornament ring 
that Ron Shaulis held on to during 
his memorable front fender, night 
ride, while holding a fl ashlight in 
his other hand. 
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Frederick S. Duesenberg Historic Marker Returns Along Route 30
     Many years ago the Western PA Region 
AACA erected a historic marker along Route 
30 on Ligonier Mountain near Jennerstown to 
commemorate the passing of automotive pio-
neer and innovator Frederick S. Duesenberg, 
who died at Memorial Hospital in Johnstown 
on July 26, 1932 after being seriously injured 
in an automobile accident, which happened 
near this site. He was driving a supercharged 
Duesenberg Model J at the time and traveling 
at a high rate of speed. 
     This area of Route 30 gets a lot of snow in 
the winter time. A few winters ago, the marker 
was felled by a large snow plow.  It was then tak-
en and stored by Penn DOT in a nearby garage. 
     This summer Western PA Region members 
Duane Anderson, Dave Sheetz and Tom Ulish-
ney returned the historic marker to the site. After 
a twenty minute search for the pipe holder in the 
ground, they were able to re-erect the Duesen-
berg sign. Thank you Duane, Dave and Tom. 
     Among Duesenberg’s automotive innova-
tions were four-wheel hydraulic brakes, over-
head cams and four valves per cylinder. Many 
of these were born and tested through racing.

Preparing the sign post holder.

Re-erecting the Duesnberg sign. (l-r) Duane Anderson, Tom Ulishney, Dave Sheetz

P
ho

to
s 

- D
eb

bi
e 

S
he

et
z

2017


