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1980’s newspaper ad for commuting to Pittsburgh by rail vs driving 
the Parkway East during construction - cartoon art by Mark Jackson 
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Western PA Region AACA Directors

Membership Information 
     Do you like old cars?  We at the Western PA Region of 
the Antique Automobile Club of America are excited to share 
our fun and exciting activities, events and resources.            
   You don’t have to own an antique automobile to become 
a member, However, you must first join our national club, 
The Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) before 
joining our Region. For national membership information 
and to join online visit: www.aaca.org  AACA is the largest 
and oldest antique automobile club in the world and of-
fers a wide variety of resources, and activities. All national 
members also receive the beautiful Antique Automobile 
Magazine. 
   For a Western PA Region AACA new membership ap-
plication visit: http://westernparegion.org/membership/
wpr_application.html                                       
    

   New members must attend a Western PA Region month-
ly meeting to be voted in and welcomed.  Our monthly 
meetings are held on the third Tuesday of every month 
except December and January.  We are a Latrobe-based 
club. 
     Upon receipt of your membership application, our 
Membership Chairman will contact you to schedule 
a convenient monthly meeting for you to attend. Our 
monthly meetings take place at several venues in the 
Latrobe and Greensburg, PA area. 
     To learn more about our club and activities visit our 
website: www.westenparegion.org
     Please also feel free to contact any of the directors 
above with questions about memberships.

 

Bob Doppelheuer, President
724-366-5930 

Craig DeFloria, Vice President
412-558-3100 

Mark Jackson, Treasurer
724-832-9074

Mark DeFloria, Secretary
724-836-7414

John Kuhns, Sr., Publicity
work: 724-539-7574   home: 724-539-0889

John Ross Kuhns, Safety
412-558-0994

for further information see the 2021
Western PA Region Roster, which is 
available on the Region’s website.

Local Cruises & Shows
See carcruises.com for more local 

2021 events and information 
Search “Pennsylvania” and the month. 

Special thanks to Denny and Becky Blank 
for researching these 2021 shows and cruises.

Ultimate Tuesday Car Cruise at Kings
Kings Family Restaurant
6297 US 30, Hempfield Plaza
4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays: June 15, and 28 (no cruise 
June 22); July 6, 20, and 27 (no cruise 
July 13); August 3, 10, 24 and 31 (no 
cruise Aug. 17); September 7, 21 and 28 
(no cruise Sept. 14); October 5, 19 and 
26 (no cruise Oct. 12), 

The Car Cruise at the 
Lamplighter Restaurant
6566 William Penn Highway 
Delmont, PA 15626
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Thursdays: June 17 and 24; July 1, 8, 
15, 22 and 29; August 5, 12, 19, and 
26. This cruise continues each Thursday 
until October 28

Saturday, June 19 
New Life Cruisers Car Cruise
Word of Life Church
Route 136, Greensburg PA, 15601
4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, June 19
Scottdale Car, Truck and Bike Cruise
Pittsburgh Street, Scottdale, PA 15683
4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, June 26
First Annual Penn Trafford Band 
Parents Car Cruise
Community Church
3487 PA Route 130, Irwin, PA 15642
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Sunday, June 27
Latrobe, PA Veterans 
Anything with Wheels Show
Cooperstown Event Center
2541 Thomas Street
Latrobe, PA 15650
12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.

http://westernparegion.org/membership/wpr_application.html
http://westernparegion.org/membership/wpr_application.html
http://carcruises.com
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Saturday, July 10
Shorkey Chevrolet All Chevy Show
6370 William Penn Highway
Murrysville, PA 15668
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, July 17
Mount Pleasant Rock-N-Rods 
Round Up 2021
918 Pleasant Valley Road
Mount Pleasant, PA 15666
Starting at 10:00 a.m.

Saturday, July 17
Kiski Township Firehall 3rd Annual 
Car Cruise and Show
Kiski Township Firehall
1037 State Route 66, Orchard Hills
Apollo, PA 15613
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, July 31
Hempfield Spartan Marching Band
2nd Annual Car Cruise
Word of Life Church
Route 136, Greensburg PA, 15601
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
(Raindate Sunday, August 1)

Sunday August 1
6th Annual DARCEE Car Show
Derry Community Park
Hannastown Road. and W. 5th Avenue
Derry, PA 15627
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Friday, August 6
EC Cruisers Bovard Burger Bash
Bovard Fire Hall
2 Washington St., Bovard, PA 15619
6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Sunday, August 8
20th Annual Trinity Lutheran Church 
Car Hop
Trinity Lutheran Church
331 Weldon St., Latrobe, PA 15650
12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.

Friday, August 13
The Stroll - Ligonier’s Car Cruise
Downtown Ligonier, PA 15658
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday, August 14
Cruise for Conservation to Benefit 
the Sewickley Creek Watershed Assoc.
Donohoe Center
218 & 214 Donohoe Road
Greensburg, PA 15601
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 15
Greensburg FD Hose Co. No.1 
Car and Bike Cruise
6 McLaughlin Dr. Greensburg, PA 15601
12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.

August 18 - 22
The 41st Annual 1953/1954 
Buick Skylark Club Meet
Host hotel - Springhill Suites by the 
Arnold Palmer Regional Airport
Beautiful Buicks will be touring sights in 
the Laurel Highlands on these days.

Sunday, August 22
Saltsburg Car Show for 
Homeless Veterans
Iselin Community Park
1782 Iselin Rd., Saltsburg, PA 15681
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

September 11, 2021
50’s Fest 
Downtown Waynesburg, PA 15370
10:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m.

 
Saturday, June 26
Driving Tour
The Tour to Dan’s Car Collection, 
Pittsburgh has been postponed until 
August or September. Our new June 26th 
Tour destination is...
Maxmotive Classic, Muscle & Custom 
Automotive Dealership 
1005 Pittsburgh St., Cheswick, PA 15024
Departing from 2 Meeting Places 
for your convience:
12:00 Noon - Departing from Hoss’s 
Restaurant, 1261 S. Main Street, 
Greensburg, PA
12:25 PM -Departing from King’s 
Restaurant (now closed) parking lot
200 Sheffield Drive, Sheffield Dr.
Delmont, PA
1:00 PM to 2:30 PM - Tour Maxmotive
2:45 PM - Late lunch at Pirmanti 
Brothers, 6 Anchor Dr. Pittsburgh, PA 
15238 (Harmarville) about five minutes 
from Maxmotive)
RSVP with WPR Tour Chair Carl Erb
412-607-7857  erbiewan@gmail.com
See back cover of this newsletter.

Sunday, July 11
Driving Tour to Dave & Karen’s 
Car Showroom
Departing 9:30 a.m. from the former 
King’s Restaurant parking lot, Rt. 66
Delmont (The restaurant is closed)
RSVP with Tour Chair Carl Erb
See page 11 of this newsletter

Sunday, July 25
Annual Summer Picnic
Cooperstown Club Pavilion
Latrobe, PA 
Registration flyer in this issue
A brief Western PA Region business 
meeting will precede the picnic.

Tuesday, August 17
Western PA Region Monthly Meeting
Location and time to be announced.

Sunday, September 5
Western PA Region Car Show/Cruise
Legion Keener Park, Latrobe
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The Car Show is back after a 2020 
pandemic hiatus, but it will be differ-
ent this year. In consideration of time, 
finances, the unpredicitable nature of 
the pandemic, and other logistics - the 
WPR directors have chosen to have a 
non-judged car show this year. It will be 
more like a traditional cruise. However, 
we will have a special display of AACA 
Senior Award cars with educational 
signs on the criteria of AACA Senior 
Awards and what makes them special. 
We hope to return to a judged show 
in 2022.
A Car Show/Cruise Planning Meeting 
will be announced soon. Please watch 
your emails. 
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The Scan Tool Scholarship Comes Home!

We have a 2021 Scan Tool Scholarship winner 
from the Central Westmoreland Career and 
Technology Center (CWCTC) in New Stanton.  

But there’s an unexpected and wonderful twist to the story 
this time.
     Each year when I contact CWCTC Guidance Coun-
selor Mr. Hayes about the Western PA Region Scan Tool 
Scholarship I ask him to ask the Automotive Technology 
instructors to select a graduating senior who they feel is 
worthy of the award.  When I was growing up I had many 
teachers in my family including my mom. So I learned to 
trust the judgment of a good teacher. They tend to know 
their students well.
     Due to the pandemic in 2020, although we had a Schol-
arship winner, I was not able to present the award in person 
at the school.  We shipped it to CWCTC and they somehow 
got it to the graduating senior. 
     This year CWCTC invited me to present the award in 
person once again. They were not having the same kind of 
presentation they had in the past, which was attended by 
a large number of businesses and organizations present-
ing various awards and scholarships to graduating seniors 
in an assembly-type atmosphere.  This year’s presentation 

was much more informal involving only the teacher, schol-
arship winner and me with the help of the guidance coun-
selors.  
     I was asked to come to the school around noon on Mon-
day, May 17th to make the presentation. When I arrived at 
CWCTC the check-in guard said that they were expecting 
me, and directed me to the Automotive Technology Cen-
ter.  There I met with the Automotive Technology teacher 
Mr. Pegg, who has been very supportive and appreciative 
of our Scan Tool Scholarship program over the years. He 
told me that they had chosen a fine graduating Senior from 
Hempfield High School for this year’s Scholarship. The 
young man was working in the shop when Mr. Pegg called 
him over.  Until this point the young man was unaware that 
he was a scholarship winner or that anything special was 
about to happen.  Mr. Pegg then introduced me to graduat-
ing senior Levi Garris and explained to Levi that he was the 
2021 winner of the Western PA Region AACA Scan Tool 
Scholarship, which I was going to present to him.  I shook 
hands with Levi and we all walked outside into the daylight 
by the garage doors. Guidance counselors Mr. Hayes and 
Mr. Elder then joined us along with a school student pho-
tographer.  I could see that Levi was surprised and happy. 

by Mark Jackson

Presenting the Western PA Region AACA 2021 Scan Tool Scholarship to Hempfield High School graduating Senior Levi Garris 
at the Central Westmoreland Career and Technology Center in New Stanton, (l-r) Automotive Technology teacher Mr. Pegg, 

2021 Scan Tool Scholarship winner Levi Garris and Western PA Region Scholarship Committee representative Mark Jackson
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     After the photo sessions I asked Levi for his contact in-
formation for the AACA and Western PA Region member-
ships that are part of the Scholarship award.  His address 
sounded a bit familiar. Then Levi told me, “My Pap has 
antique cars, a 1935 Ford and a Thunderbird!”  I asked 
him, “Is your Pap Bill Holtzer?” Levi replied, “Yes!” I could 
feel myself smiling from ear to ear as I said, “Bill is a great 
friend of mine and has been a wonderful member of our 
region for many years! Welcome to the club!”  We all were 
delighted and surprised at this amazing coincidence. There 
is no way that any of the CWCTC teachers or guidance 
counselors could have known that Levi’s Pap, Bill Holtzer, 

was a long time member of the Western PA Region AACA.  
We all acknowledged that sometimes good things come 
around!
     Congratulations Levi.  We all wish you the very best in 
pursuing your Automotive career. Levi is currently working 
at the C. Harper Commercial Truck Center in Belle Ver-
non.  Mr. Pegg told me that “Levi likes to work on the big 
stuff.” Levi, we hope you will accompany your Pap to many 
of our fun and interesting Western PA Region events and 
tours in the future. We’re a great bunch of friends and we 
love all kinds of interesting cars, trucks and motorcycles.

Western PA Region members experienced a dif-
ferent kind of meeting venue on Saturday, 
June 5th. Thanks to a creative suggestion 

and arrangements made by John Ross Kuhns, over 36 mem-
bers were able to enjoy a May Region Meeting followed 
by Fox’s Pizza, popcorn, drinks and a movie on the big 
screen at the Diamond Theatre of Ligonier. Although 
many members had been vaccinated, there was plenty of 
room for social distancing in the comfortable theatre. 
    After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Bob Doppel-
heuer conducted the meeting at the front of the theatre 
by the stage. This was our first Regular Meeting of 2021, 
and the hospitality of Theatre owner Matt and his family 
helped make for a unique and successful event.
    After the meeting the pizza was delivered and the 

movie started shortly thereafter.  President Doppelheuer 
selected one of his favorite movies, the 1976 comedy, 
“The Gumball Rally” about an illicit race across the USA 
from New York to San Diego, California. According to 
Bob, “The cars are the stars of this movie.” This film was 
made at a time way before computer generated special 
effects. So there was some fantastic stunt driving of ac-
tual high power cars like a real 427 Cobra, 1974 Ferrari 
Daytona, 1970 Camaro Z28, 1974 Porsche 911 Targa 
and 1971 Dodge Polara 440. All enjoyed this nostalgic 
romp with its comic slapstick and sight gags. According 
to Bob, “Everyone was laughing when they should have 
been laughing.”
    We hope we can do another Meeting & a Movie at the 
Diamond Theater of Ligonier in the future. 

Western PA Region 
AACA members relax 
in the comfortable 
seats of Diamond 
Theater of Ligonier 
getting ready for a 
great “car movie” with 
popcorn and drinks  
close at hand.
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More ads from the July 1964 Hemmings Motor News  
This time “Ford Cars for Sale”



7

Souvenirs of Appreciation Presented to Al of Al’s Cars for a Fabulous 2020 Tour 
Western PA Region Tour Chairman Carl Erb recently caught 
up with Al of Al’s Cars near Pittsburgh to present him with 
some souvenir items to help express our appreciation for 
his hospitality in opening his fabulous car collection up for 
our region to enjoy visiting in 2020. Al was presented with a 
laminated and mounted group photo of the tour participants 
standing with him in front of his garage, complete with the 

WPR logo and a friendly message of thanks. The photo is 
ready for hanging and Al is looking for a spot on his “photo 
wall” for it.  Carl also gave Al some printed copies of our 
September 2020 Western Round-Up newsletter, which fea-
tures photos from our Region’s visit on the cover, as well 
as an article by Carl accompanied with more photos of Al’s 
amazing cars.

Racing at the Latrobe Speedway in a photo taken in the late 1950’s or early 1960’s
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by Guy Davis

No other state in the nation produces more potatoes 
than Idaho.  Though its fertile soil is also ideal for 
growing wheat, hay, sugar beets and barely, it is 

best known for its abundance of spuds. This past May, 
my daughter Kaitlyn and I were traveling on Highway 33 
just outside the town of Driggs, Idaho (population 1,805) 
when we noticed a once popular, but now nostalgic piece 
of Americana: a drive-in movie theater.  This was no typ-
ical drive-in theater however.  Its owner obviously want-
ed to capitalize on the fame of Idaho’s potato crop as he 
named his establishment The Spud Drive-In Theater and 
decorated it with a number of props which resembled the 

popular tuber. 
     According to a date on the back of the large screen, 
the theater opened in 1953.  Between the screen and the 
highway sat a red 1946 Chevrolet flatbed truck with a 
large man-made potato resting on the bed of the truck.  
Inside the cab sat two lifelike potatoes, and on a bench 
near the exit of the theater sat another life-size spud. 
Stepping over the broken down fence which once sur-
rounded the grounds of the theater, one could view the 
projection building which also served as the food and re-
freshment facility. 
    As I studied the deserted grassy expanse which stretched 

A 1946 Chevrolet flatbed truck hauling a giant potato and marks the location of the Spud Drive-In Theatre near Driggs, Idaho.

This side view of the ‘46 Chevrolet flatbed truck helps 
show the astounding size of its man-made spud cargo

In the cab of “Old Murphy” a potato driver 
and passenger keep their “eyes” on the road.
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out from the base of the movie screen to beyond the pro-
jection building, my thoughts drifted to a time when the 
Spud Drive-In Theater was at the height of its popularity.  
I imagined a cool Idaho summer evening when Mr. and 
Mrs. Potato Head rounded up their large family of little 
spuds, put them in the back of the family pick up truck 
and headed to the drive-in to watch the latest flick.  Perhaps 
the comedy film “Hot Potato” featuring Ray Winstone and 
Jack Huston was showing or maybe the Disney film “Toy 
Story” in which Mr. and Mrs. Potato Head had promi-
nent roles. While they enjoyed the evening, the Potato 

family no doubt consumed many french fries and potato 
chips.  If the family decided to take in the double-feature, 
perhaps Mrs. Potato Head would have packed a food bas-
ket of potato soup, potato salad and potatoes au gratin.  
Hopefully, the little spuds would behave themselves and 
avoid arguments and fights or else we might end up with 
a few mashed potatoes. At the conclusion of the picture 
show, Mr. and Mrs. Potato Head would have taken all 
their little spuds home, and tucked them securely in their 
vegetable beds for a quiet nights rest.  One never knows 
what one might encounter on the road less traveled by.

IDAHO DRIVE-IN FEATURES A POTATO THEME

The Spud Drive-In Theatre projection building and concession stand with snow capped mountains in the background

The big Spud Drive-In Theatre projection screen My daughter Kaitlyn and a potato friend
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    The Western Round-Up is the official publication of the Western 
Pennsylvania Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America. 
It is published on a monthly basis with January/February being a 
combined issue. 
    Each issue is also posted on the Region’s website: www.west-
ernparegion.org.  Members may choose to receive this newsletter 
by email or a mailed hard copy at an additional cost.       
     Submission deadlines are the first day of each month for possible 
publication in that month’s edition. 
    Any items contained herein may be reproduced if proper credit 
is given. All articles are edited for length, grammar, accuracy and 
composition. They will be used at the discretion of the editor and 
Region officials. Please advise the editor of any and all needed 
corrections.

Mark Jackson, Editor
133 Alexander Avenue, Greensburg, PA 15601

Phone and FAX: 724-832-9074   
email: jacksonmark469@gmail.com

Special thanks to Denny and Becky Blank, Guy and Kaitlyn 
Davis, and Carl Erb whose time and talent 

helped produce this issue.

by Mark Jackson

May’s Car

    Gary Wiegand was the first to correctly identify May’s 
car as a 1966 Pontiac Bonneville Convertible, Bill Maurer, 
and Tom King also contacted me about the Pontiac. 
     This stunning convertible was parked on a side street at 
the Downtown Irwin Car Cruise in April. That cruise was 
packed with phenomenal cars and trucks. I posted several 
photos on my Facebook page from the Irwin Cruise and 
this one got a lot of attention. 
  When I see certain cars I am reminded of my family 
members who owned them. If a million dollars fell from 
the heavens into my arms I think I would try to build a 
collection of cars based on the cars I remember my 
Uncles owning when I was a kid. When we were visiting 
our Grandparents and saw a certain car in the driveway 
when we pulled in, my sister and I knew which cousins 
were also visiting and who we could have fun with. That 
was also true at home. When a white 1959 Rambler Sta-
tion Wagon pulled in our driveway, we knew it was Uncle 
Frank Jackson. But when a 1966 Pontiac pulled into our 
driveway we knew it was my mom’s youngest brother, my 
Uncle Bob Stoner.
    Uncle Bob had several Pontiacs. I remember a white 
1956 and a copper 1959 with a huge rear windshield. 
Then I remember when he purchased a bright, metallic 
blue 1966 Pontiac Bonneville four-door sedan, brand new 
for his young family. I always liked the look of that car. It 
had a friendly face and Bob was a friendly guy. He lived 
only a few blocks from us in the West Point development 
near Greensburg. His father-in-law was an expert body 
repair man, so Bob had that 1966 Pontiac for many, many 
years, and it always looked good. 
    He was the kind of guy who always liked to be physi-
cally busy. Once he even called my mom and asked her, 
“Jane, do you mind if I come up and cut your grass?” 
He always had to be doing something to help someone – 
family and friends, Lions Club, Hempfield School Board 
and on and on. So when I saw that 1966 Pontiac, warm 
memories of my Uncle Bob filled my heart.

June’s Car

    Here’s another interesting vehicle from the Irwin Car 
Cruise this past April. Since it’s a bit modified, I’m not 
asking for the year of this car. However, can you tell me 
the make and the name the manufacturer gave it? Be the 
first to correctly identify this car and win a $15 Sheetz gift 
card. Call 724-832-9074 and leave a message or email 
me at jacksonmark469 @gmail.com.
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North of Cranberry, PA

DRIVING TOUR TO

Departing: 9:30 a.m.

Meeting Location: King's Family Restaurant 
parking lot, 200 Sheffield Lane, Delmont, PA 15626
This King's closed. If the parking lot is not available 
we will meet in the parking lot behind the Subway 
store across the street.

Sunday, July 11, 2021

Dave’s Cars is a very eclectic private collec-
tion of about 40 automobiles and other forms 
of transportation, from pre-1900 to relatively 

modern day.  He has several post WWII European 3 
wheelers to a 1920’s firetruck, a custom made early 
1900’s furniture delivery truck for a New York City de-
partment store and more early 1900’s concours exam-
ples of early transportation whose names I can’t even 
remember.  He has Rolls, Bentley’s and Mercedes, a 
New York taxicab and even Franklin Roosevelt’s cus-
tom-made handicap scooter that he used only in the 
White House.  He also has all kinds of automotive 
memorabilia including visible gas pumps and a col-
lection of early license plates.  The one vehicle that 
might have amazed me the most is the “Glenmore” 
which looks like a carriage to be pulled by horse, but 
is actually a motorized, chauffer driven vehicle.  Dave 
has more AACA, CCCA and local and other car show 

trophies and plaques than you could possibly imagine 
along with a Michelin Collection, antique oil cans etc.  
You just need to come on the tour to see for yourself.  
If you have not already signed up for the tour, please 
email or text Carl Erb as soon as possible so he can 
get a head count for the tour and for the dinner selection.

  •  WPR visited Dave’s Showroom in 2009, but he has  
 been continually “wheeling and dealing” since   
 them so there is probably a lot you have not seen.   
 Come along with our happy group!
 
•  There is no restroom in Dave’s showroom, so we  
 will be stopping on the way at a Speedway service  
 station just a short distance from Dave’s.  There is  
 a restroom at Dave and Karen’s house if needed. 

Contact Carl Erb to RSVP  
Cell: 412-607-7857  Home: 724-325-4258  

Email: erbiewan@gmail.com

 
Showroom Time: 12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m

Late Lunch: 2:30 p.m. Brown's Country Kitchen, 
Portersville, PA 
Choose from two meal selections. Prior to the 
tour date an email will be sent to those signed up 
requesting your meal selection(s)



Departing from 2 Meeting Places for your convenience: 
12:00 PM – Depart from Hoss’s Restaurant
     1261 S. Main Street, Greensburg, PA  15601

Special Notice on the June 26th Tour
The June 26th tour to Dan’s Cars in Pittsburgh has been postponed until 

August or September.  The June 26th Tour destination has been changed to:

Join us on a country road tour to Maxmotive Automobile 
Showroom in Cheswick, PA - one of the largest dealers for 
Classic, Resto-mod, Antique and Custom automobiles in 
the USA with locations in Cheswick and Boca Raton, Fl. 
The Cheswick Showroom has over 100 at, or near Concours 
Quality vehicles in stock for our viewing pleasure. Visit their 
website: https://maxmotive.com

12:25 PM -  Depart from King’s Restaurant (now closed) 
     200 Sheffield Drive, Delmont, PA 15626
1:00 PM to 2:30 PM Tour of Maxmotive Showroom 
     1105 Pittsburgh Street, Cheswick PA  15024
2:45 PM - Late Lunch at Primanti Brothers 
     6 Anchor Dr. Pittsburgh PA (Harmarville) 15238 
     About 5 minutes from Maxmotive
Please respond to Carl Erb by Text or Email ASAP to 
sign up for the Maxmotive Tour.  Let him know if you will be 
joining us for a late lunch at Primanti Brothers Restaurant. 
Carl Erb cell: 412-607-7857  email: erbiewan@gmail.com 

https://maxmotive.com

