DREAM CARS

BY MIKE KOSKO

In this dream | am standing beside Professor Robert Peerless, Master’s
Degree in Automotive History. We are inside a mechanics garage somewhere in
Pennsylvania. A couple of light bulbs above us shine weakly. The workbenches
are dark and shadowy. There are no other people. Quiet like a deserted church
surrounds us.

Robert spoke. “Well mike, what a strange car to chance upon. [I've never
seen one of these in person.”

“What year is it?” | asked.
“1956.”

It was a gray and white '56 Hudson four-door sedan before us. It looked like
new, though the dim light discomplimented it.

Robert and | walked around the car. We stopped at its front. “Unusual grille”, |
said, studying it.

Robert shrugged in his mauve sportcoat. His bald head slightly glistened.
“Yes,” he said. “It makes the car look ugly, so the history looks say.”

It was a chromey, curious affair, with a big “V” formed across it by a big
chrome strip.

“It looks as if it's smiling,” | noted



“Yes”, said Robert. “A pitiable, innocent smile. Consumer Guide’s Cars of the
50s said the 56 and '57 were horrendous chrome — plated nightmares, the ugliest
Hudsons in a generation.”

“It's a ‘Hash’, isn't it?” | said. “Nash took over Hudson in 1954, when Hudson
was going down the drain. The merger was called American Motors. Hudsons
from 1955 onward used the Nash bodyshells.”

“Precisely,” said the Professor, “They look like Nashes. But this Hudson grille
is controversial.”

“Professor, is it true that to a person who really loves old cars, there are no
ugly old cars?”

“In many cases, yes.” Robert made a wry mouth. He went on; “The 1958
Edsel, the 1938 Phantom Corsair, the 1961 De Soto, the 1934 to 37 Chrysler
Airflow; were they ugly cars?” He made a throw-away gesture, “Maybe,” he said.
“But we old-car lovers tend to look at the old cars differently than most people do.
We try to sympathize. We try to be open-minded.”

| asked “Do you think this Hudson is ugly?”

“No, Mike, | think it’s different. Another imaginative design. That's my opinion.
Mike, my Aunt Matilda is 73 years old and is still a spring chicken. She once
owned a 1956 Nash. | think she would like to have this nice old Hudson, V-line
styling and all. I'm going to ask the owner of this car to sell it to me. If it runs well
I'm going to offer him $8,000.”

| smiled, “Great, Professor. Let’s find him.”
“Let’s find him,” said Robert.

And the dream ends, but the old cars never really die &/



" BY GARY COOPER

| believe this is a 1947 or 48 Coupe Champion. It crashed in front of my house
about 1959. It was a nice car, I'm not sure if it was repaired. But it would be a nice
car today because you don’'t see many. My 55 Ford is in the background.

A Studebaker Golden Hawk, I'm not sure of the year. Tangled with a guardrail
cables. They would really tear a car up. Note the back quarter panel with the bolt-
on fiberglass fin. Studebaker used the same body shell since 1953, putting on the
fin tupgrade the car. This would really be a nice car today. We repaired the
car.




WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA REGION A.A.C.A.
WESTERN

Apparel Order Form

Denim Shirts
Short Sleeve @ 9%26 Total $
Size_. ~~ Size
Long Sleeve @ 9%28 Total $
Size Size
Sweatshirts
Size @ $24 Total $
Size
Jackets
Short @ %65 Total $
Size Size
Long @970 Total $
Size Size
Hats ___ _@$%10 Total $
Mug Holder . @9%2 Total $
Total Due $

Members Name:

Phone No.: Cell Phone No.:

Please make checks payable to Western PA Region, AACA and send along with
this order form to:

John Kuhns
2339 Raymond Ave.
Latrobe, PA 15650

Phone: 724/539-7574

You can also use your WPR Points to purchase items. Please include
completed WPR Check with your order.
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Free advertising for your car(s) and or parts. Mail or Email your list to the WESTERN ROUND-
UP Editor and your ad will run for two consecutive months.

FOR SALE

67 Pontiac Tempest V8. Excellent Condition / Original Owner $6000
Howard Finney 412 824 4401 (8/04)

1954 STUDEBAKER Champion coupe. 13,000 original miles. To settle an estate. Car
has been stored in a heated garage. contact Fred Nicholls. 724-463-8981 (7/04)

1972 CHEVROLET Caprice Coupe. 3,500 total miles. Car is mint. If interested in
either car contact Fred Nicholls. 724-463-8981

1958 Ford Fairlane Skyliner: Retractable, red & white, in beautiful condition. Top has
never failed me and the car is always an attraction at shows. It has a 2" place National
Award as well as the 1958 representative at the 100 years of the automobile anniversary in
Detroit. Not inexpensive, but well worth the money. call Gene Frey 724-832-9295. (6/04)

1927 Lincoln V-8: Four-door sedan, good condition — motor turns call Jim 724-423-3042.
(5/04)

Books: prices as marked + shipping. Warren Sheppick 724-565-4921
Owners Manuals:

1960/62 VW Sdn & Cony-good $10

1971 Chevy Vega - very good $5
Factory Shop Repair Manuals

1979 Ply/Dodge Horizon/Omni - Excellent $20

1982/87 MR 240 Renault Alliance/Encore, excellent $20

1961/68 Triumph TR-4 & 4A, contains official

driver’s handbook, workshop manual $20

1971 Vega Repair book $5
Haynes Shop Manuals

MG,Midget/AH Sprite 1958/78 - excellent $10

VW beetle 1600 1970/74 - excellent $10

Plymouth Champ 1978/80, excellent $10
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